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The celebrated Tuscan artist RUDY PULCINELLI opens the new season at PUNTO SULL’ARTE in 
Varese with a new solo show in which he presents the premiere of the large installation Risvegli 
(Awakenings) and nine unexhibited works of various dimensions. There will be a total of 29 works 
in the exhibition, ranging from small formats to installations.  
The PULCINELLI exhibition - which for some time now has spent several months a year in China - 
is an invitation to dialogue and sharing, all played out through an elegant counterpoint of 
contrasts: between chaos and geometric order, fullness and emptiness, dazzling white and dark 
earthy tones. Protagonists in his work are letters from seven different alphabets, the most 
widespread in the world (Greek, Cyrillic, Hebrew, Arabic, Chinese, Latin and Japanese) which the 
artist chooses on one hand for their symbolic value, on the other for the purity of the forms, that in 
his works fit together, always - and strictly - following an aesthetic logic. This is one of the most 
appealing points of his work: the ability to move in perfect equilibrium between a concept 
imbued with layered meanings on one hand and an impeccable aesthetic cleanliness on 
the other. 

For the artist therefore, mixing languages means rediscovering a lost unity, reconnecting dialogues 
that paradoxically seem to have become increasingly complex in a world where we are all close and 
interconnected. The artist carefully avoids the possibility of a reading, a decryption, of the clusters 
of letters, the joints, the flourishes, precisely so that the viewer is not distracted by the specifics and 
begins to look at those piles of forms as the universal that they represent, also feeling - as an 
individual - a unity which is capable, together with others, of reviving communication between 
peoples. 

From white lacquered iron to Corten steel, from burnt wood to paper, to cement, the materials 
serve Pulcinelli to reinforce his message. So that, in the installation Risvegli, it is from burnt - and 
therefore apparently exhausted - wood that the words of rebirth flow; while in the large museum 
work È un tuo diritto (It is your right) culture is proposed as an indispensable nourishment through 
letters of cotton paper contained in bowls generally intended for food. 

The Opening Reception of the exhibition, entitled RIFLETTERE, will be held on SUNDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 12, from 2 to 6 pm at PUNTO SULL’ARTE - Viale Sant’Antonio 59/61 Varese – and 



  
Per ricevere informazioni e immagini rivolgersi a: info@puntosullarte.it 

 

the Artist will be present at the Gallery. The event is organized in compliance with the health 
regulations issued by Italian Government and the access to the Gallery will be limited. It is 
recommended to book a time slot for visiting the exhibition and avoiding waiting times. 

The exhibition is accompanied by a BILINGUAL CATALOGUE created by PUNTO SULL’ARTE 
containing curator Alessandra Redaelli's critical text and the reproduction of the exhibited artworks. 
 
All visitors are invited to bring headphones and a smartphone for listening to the critical text and 
watch audio-visual equipment by using QR codes. 

 
RUDY PULCINELLI – Rudy Pulcinelli was born in 1970 in Prato, Italy. He attended Petrocchi Art Institute in 
Pistoia and the Faculty of Architecture at the University of Studies in Florence. In 1997 he exhibited for the 
first time in the United States. Since then, he has started an international path that has led him to set up 
exhibitions in private galleries and public spaces in Arkansas, Louisiana, Virginia, United Arab Emirates, 
France, Spain, Germany, Netherlands, Austria, Uruguay, Thailand, China, Morocco, and Argentine. He has 
received several awards, among which: The Next Generation Prize, “Fiorino d’Oro” Florence Prize and 
the Europol International Art Prize (2011 - The awarded artwork was permanently installed at the headquarters 
of Europol – The European Police Office in The Hague, the Netherlands). His works are part of important 
private and public collection, among which: the permanent collection of the City Hall of Charlottesville in 
Virginia (U.S.A.), Paolo VI Modern and Contemporary Art Museum in Brescia, Pinacoteca dell’Università 
Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan, Lucca Center of Contemporary Art, Fundacion Pablo Atchugarry 
Contemporary Art Museum in Uruguay, Europol HQ, The Hague, the Netherlands, Silpakorn Art Center, 
Bangkok. In 2013 he created the permanent site-specific installation White Connections at the Baimamedo 
Tibetan Art Center Museum, 798 Art District in Beijing, China and, in the same year, he was selected for the 
project Residence d'Artistes at Centre d'Art Contemporain Essaouira in Morocco. In 2014 he was invited as 
a member of the jury of 798 ICAF, International Children Art Festival in Beijing, where he also made a series 
of creative workshops during the event. In the same year he took part in the II Biennial of Contemporary Art 
in Casablanca, Morocco with the work Le Repas Quoditien. In 2015, during the National Day of the People’s 
Republic of China, he created a site-specific installation in one of the main streets of the 798 Art District in 
Beijing. In the following months the same installation was exhibited in two other spaces of the capital: at the 
Tian Qiao Center for Performing Art and in the Beijing News Publishing House. In 2018 he created Dialogue, 
a sculpture made of glazed ceramic, making an exclusive edition for the project Legame, commissioned by 
Unicoop Firenze and created the site-specific installation Dialoghi in Piazza Bruno Buoni in Brescia. In 2019, 
during Fuorisalone in Milan, he presented a monumental sculpture inside the Romana Design District. Moving 
from sculpture to installation, Rudy Pulcinelli develops a refined and intellectual research focused on the 
theme of dialogue and the individual as a unit of measurement of the potential value of mankind: in the 
contemporary Babel of people and ethnic groups dramatically consumed by infightings, where the respect of 
human life is often sadly forgotten, Pulcinelli, by using the symbolism and the letters of the 7 most widespread 
alphabets in the world, tries to connect the concept of communication with the one of memory. Concepts 
that together play an important role in laying the foundations of his extremely contemporary, media and 
emotional sculptural-installation language. A sort of artistic communication code aimed at emphasizing the 
need to invest in the individual, in his history and his future, in the name of tolerance and enhancement of the 
distinctive traits of each person, be they ethnic, linguistic or cultural, so that they can be perceived not as 
obstacles, but as opportunities. The letters forged in sculptural material, in corten steel or polystyrene, or 
suggestively and masterfully evoked through the use of lights and shadows, reflect microcosms (individuals) 
in dialogue with each other within macrocosms (community), that communicate with each other. In this way 
Pulcinelli emphasizes the intrinsic value of human beings, that must be nurtured with education and instruction 
as an inalienable right and as a keystone to respond to the need for communication, which is the primary 
need and spiritual food of every human being. Since 1997 he has regularly exhibited in private and public 
spaces in Italy and abroad and has taken part in the most important Art Fairs. His works are part of private 
collections all over the world. He lives and works between Prato and Beijing. 


